Revive Live Frequently Asked Questions

(FAQs)

August 2026
Contents
L0075 =] 1) 1
1.  About the Program ............cucoceiencriencneccccneccnecscaneens 3
1.1 INEFOAUCHION ottt ss sttt sst s 3
1.2 OFfiCE FOI The AIS oottt ss et bbb 3
1.3 Contacting the OffiCe fOr the AItS ...ttt st eess s 3
2. Making an application ..........cccceeenerceecsnensnecceccnnene 4
2.1 WO CAN APPIYT ottt sttt 4
2.2 WHEIE dO | @PPIY?.ccoiieinieieceieceiiecesiee s ssiseesises st ssasessses sttt bbbt eseseseseesesen 4
2.3 WHEN CaN T PPIYT ottt ettt st bt bbbt nen 4
2.4 What CaN [ @PPIY TOI7 ettt st sttt ens 4
2.5 What is Original IVe MUSIC? ...t ssiecsisec s s esesssesessessssesssssesssssesesessessssessssnesess 4
2.6 Can | apPly MOIE than ONCE?...... et 4
2.7  Can | apply outside of an advertised roUNd?...........c...rmreeneceemeseesssesseseseesesssesssseses 5
2.8 Can | submit an application on behalf of @ GroUP? ... 5
2.9 My project involves other venues and or partners. Do these need to be confirmed
DEFOIE | CAN @PPIYT ..ottt bbbt terenes 5
2.10 1 would like to ensure my project is a safe working environment for everyone involved.
What SNOUIA | CONSIARIT? ...ttt ss sttt st ss s 5
3. Completing the application form ..........ccccceceeciecrecceiccrcceesceneans 5
3.1 Can | preview the application fOrM7 ...t se s ss s sees 5
3.2 How do | make my application COMPELItIVE? ........covceicrieeinecrineceieceineessiesesiseesisecsssesssenesens 6
3.3  I've never completed a grant or project budget before. How do | get it right?.........cc........... 7
34 Dol need to have an ONeMusic licenCe tO @PPIY? ...ovcrrerrmeceieceiecrineessisseesisecsiessseeesseeeens 8
4.  Getting help with my application ...........ccocvievviinivriniciincnnnnneen. 8
41 Who can | talk to about My @ppliCatiON?...... ettt sttt st st ss e 8
4.2  Who can help if | have problems submitting my application? ..........cccmcnecenccnneeronn. 8
4.3  Can | amend my application after SUDMITEING it? ..o ssseens 8
5. Funding and acquittal ...........ccoooievoviinninnnnrinncrenccnnannns 8
51 How much money €an | @PPIY fOr? ... neeciecsiecssissesinsesiecsssesssesesssesesesssessssnesesenecs 8
5.2 What can linclude in my project DUAGEL? ...t sssssssesssssessssssssssssssssses 9
5.3 How much should | pay artists / MUSICIBNS? ......cocccuceremecrieemmiecriecsiecssesssissesissesssnecsssnesesenees 9
54  The Guidelines say | have to contribute towards the grant. What does this mean?............... 9
5.5  The Guidelines refer to “value with money”. What does this mean? .9
5.6  I'm currently receiving, or am applying for, funding from another government source.
Can | still apply 10 this Program? ... ssss s ssssssssssssssssssssnns 10
5.7 If I'm successful, will | receive the full amount | requUESTEd? ........cocconveneerrnnecennecenrecrrnecerireeeeens 10
5.8  If I'm successful, when and how Will | get paid? ... iesssesssssssssssssssseenss 10
5.9  If I'm successful, when can | start My aCtiVITy? ... sessssssssssssssssssssssnens 10




Revive Live

August 2025
5.10 If I'm successful, how long do | have to spend the grant? ... 10
5.11 If I'm successful, do | have to acquit the grant when the activity is completed? ................... 11
6. Assessment Process 11
6.1 Who Will as5€5S MY @PPICALIONT .....oveiieereie ittt sttt sttt et snss s 11
6.2  How long will it take to assess My appPliCatioN? ... esenene 11
6.3  If my application is unsuccessful, can | ask for feedback?..........ccooorromrronrronrirnrirnnisnsinnsinnnnns 11
11

7. Amendment

Revive Live FAQs

arts.gov.au | infrastructure.gov.au | communications.gov.au



http://www.arts.gov.au/
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/
http://www.communications.gov.au/

August 2025 Revive Live

1. About the Program

1.1 Introduction
Revive Live was announced as part of the Critical Support for Live Music Venues and Festivals measure.

Revive Live will deliver $12.5 million in grant funding in the 2026-27 financial year to provide essential
support to established live music venues and contemporary music festivals to withstand the current
operating climate, helping to limit venue closures and event cancellations, and stimulating long-term
sustainability. Grant funding for 2026-27 will include a strong focus on activities that improve and
increase participation and accessibility to live music events by people with disability. The Program will
also prioritise activities and projects that increase safe inclusive spaces and more representative
programming, and develop diverse audiences including young people, women and people with
disability.

The objectives and intended outcomes of Revive Live are outlined in the Open Competitive Grant
Opportunity Guidelines (the Guidelines). Please make sure you read the Guidelines in conjunction
with these frequently asked questions (FAQs).

Revive Live will open on 3 August 2026, seeking applications from eligible established live music
venues and contemporary music festivals.

The Australian Government'’s National Cultural Policy Revive: A Place for Every Story, a Story for Every
Place recognises the contemporary music industry as an important part of the creative economy and
the value of Australia’s cultural workforce and arts businesses. This policy is committed to expanding
income opportunities for artists, increasing opportunities for more diverse programming, supporting
stronger cultural infrastructure, increasing audiences for Australian original live music, and increasing
equity in access to arts and culture. Revive Live will contribute to delivering on these commitments.

1.2 Office for the Arts

The Office for the Arts is part of the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development,
Communications, Sport and the Arts. The Office for the Arts develops policies and delivers programs
to encourage excellence in the arts, protect our cultural heritage and support public access to, and
participation in, arts and culture in Australia. This is achieved through the delivery of strategic advice,
policy development, effective program and grants management, regulatory management and
collaborative stakeholder engagement.

For more about the Office for the Arts, see www.arts.gov.au

1.3 Contacting the Office for the Arts

For enquiries relating to the Revive Live program, please contact the Contemporary Music Team within
the Office for the Arts.

Phone: 02 6136 8008
Email: music@arts.gov.au
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2. Making an application
2.1  Who can apply?

The eligibility criteria for applicants is outlined in section 4 of the Guidelines.

2.2 Where do | apply?

The grant opportunity is advertised on the Australian Government’s GrantConnect website. You will
need to register as a user and create a password to access this site.

Applications must be submitted via SmartyGrants, an online grants administration system, which you
can access through GrantConnect or from the Revive Live Program page
https://www.arts.gov.au/funding-and-support/revive-live on the Office for the Arts’ website. You will
need to register as a user and create a password to access SmartyGrants.

If you have accessibility issues with using the online SmartyGrants system, please contact
music@arts.gov.au for assistance.

2.3 When can | apply?
Revive Live is open for applications from 3 August 2026 to 28 August 2026.

You must submit your application between these opening and closing dates.

2.4 What can | apply for?

Eligible grant activities, including examples, are outlined in section 5 of the Guidelines.

2.5 What is original live music?
For the purposes of the Program, ‘original Australian live music”:
e is predominantly unique and newly composed, written or created by the artist, or exclusively

for the artist; *

e is performed by an Australian citizen or resident, or for a group, comprises at least 50%
Australian citizens or residents;

e is performed in real time to an audience present in the same physical location; and

¢ includes any genre of contemporary music, meaning that which is composed in recent or
current times.

* Noting that ‘original artists’ may occasionally perform or record ‘covers’, meaning music written or
previously performed and/or recorded by other artists.

2.6 Can | apply more than once?

No. You can only apply once per organisation for Revive Live. Multiple applications will not be
accepted for different projects by the same organisation and you will need to decide the focus of your
grant activity when applying.
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2.7 Can | apply outside of an advertised round?
You cannot apply for funding outside of the advertised opening and closing dates for each round.

Late applications may be considered if there are exceptional and unanticipated circumstances
(examples are provided in section 7 of the Guidelines). If you believe you have a case to submit a late
application, you must provide a request in writing to the Office for the Arts at music@arts.gov.au.
Requests must be received prior to the closing date, unless the circumstances (such as an internet
outage or an extreme weather event) prevent you from doing so. You may only submit a late
application if the Office for the Arts provides formal agreement for you to do so.

2.8 Can | submit an application on behalf of a group?

Yes. Joint or consortia applications are eligible for funding under Revive Live. Please see section 7.2 of
the Guidelines.

2.9 My project involves other venues and or partners. Do these
need to be confirmed before | can apply?

If you are applying with a partner organisation they do need to be confirmed, in principle, before you
finalise your application. You should also attach letters of support/confirmation as part of your
application.

2.10 | would like to ensure my project is a safe working environment
for everyone involved. What should | consider?

Harassment, bullying and unlawful discrimination are unacceptable in the Australian music industry.
These behaviours have a serious impact on the wellbeing and mental health of music industry
workers. We strongly encourage and promote safety, mental health and wellbeing best practice across
all sectors of the industry.

Support Act has developed a guide as a checkpoint for employers in the music industry to help you
prevent sexual harm, harassment, bullying and discrimination occurring in your workplaces and assist
in implementing processes for their employees, contractors, subcontractors and volunteers to raise
concerns. Please see: Support Act Guide to Safer Workplaces in the Music Industry

Support Act also provides an inaugural Minimum Standards for a Mentally Healthy Music Industry.
This has been developed in consultation with representatives from the music industry and regulatory
authorities in line with the actions proposed in the National Mental Health Commission’s National
Workplace Initiative. They seek to encourage action to protect, respond, and promote the positive
aspects of work that contribute to good mental health. Please see: Minimum Standards for a Mentally
Healthy Music Industry

3. Completing the application form

3.1 Can | preview the application form?

Yes. You can preview the application form in the online SmartyGrants system.
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3.2

How do | make my application competitive?

Consider the following tips when writing your application:

Clearly explain how you will use the funding and what your activity or project will achieve. The
claims you make should relate directly to the Program objectives (see section 2 of the
Program Guidelines) and the assessment criteria (see section 6 of the Guidelines).
Use plain language and make sure your answers are concise. Word limits are the maximum
allowed and included as a guide - if you can answer in less words, then feel free to do so!
Don’t assume assessors know anything about your organisation or your activity. Background
information and supporting documentation is important, but make sure it is relevant to the
application and your specific activity.
Provide clear information in the work plan that shows the sequence of activities over the
period of the project including planning activities with reasonable timeframes. Ensure that the
activities in the work plan match the items in the budget.
Your application will be more competitive if you show that you will pay all individual artists /
musicians a guaranteed minimum $250 performance fee for a gig of three hours or less in
duration.
If you are applying for live music programming, provide evidence that the artists and bands
you intend to program predominantly play original music, rather than covers.
Make sure any claims made within your application are supported by relevant evidence. This
documentation will help to demonstrate your venue’'s commitment to hosting original live
music, and its ability to undertake the activity successfully. Evidence should include:

o letters of support from community, participants and industry (including artists,

promoters, community groups, local councils, MP’s and related businesses);
o detailed programming information (past and planned), artist biographies and
background information on type of music being presented;

o marketing or promotional materials; and

o recent quotes for equipment, goods and services, if applicable.
Include a detailed, balanced budget that is supported by calculations/explanatory notes and
quotations for goods and services (for more tips on preparing a budget, see FAQ 3.3 below).

Support Material:

Support material provides additional evidence for the application and includes performance
schedules, artist line-ups, quotes for equipment, goods and services, letters of support from
partners, industry and/or community, marketing plans, risk management plans, and
accessibility and inclusivity plans.

Make sure any supporting images, videos or documents are high quality and professionally
presented.

Where possible, collate your support material into groups of documents rather than uploading
a large number of individual files. For instance, combine all of your quotes and budget
material into one PDF and all of your support letters in another.

Provide URLs that direct the assessors to the specific information or material you wish them to
review. Avoid providing URLs to general pages such as home pages or Facebook accounts.
Assessors cannot access shared drives, such as Dropbox or Google Drive, and any
documents provided this way will not be reviewed during assessment.
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The Program’s grant round will be extremely competitive and demand for funding is high. Not all
applications that meet the assessment criteria can be funded. Even if you are successful, the grant you
are awarded may not be for the full amount you requested.

Generally speaking, your application will be more competitive if you:

e Focus on ensuring that each element of your proposal is focused on at least one of the eligible
activities outlined in section 5.1 of the Guidelines (e.g. equipment OR programming OR
professional development).

e Have a clearly articulated and achievable outcome.

¢ Demonstrate a genuine need for funding.

¢ Demonstrate co-contributions relevant to the activity and commensurate with the amount of
funds being requested (see FAQ 5.2).

¢ Demonstrate previous, as well as ongoing, commitment to supporting the performance of
original Australian live music beyond the immediate grant opportunity (evidence of
programming).

3.3 I've never completed a grant or project budget before. How do |
get it right?

If you are running a business you will be used to budgets that are focused on profit and loss.
However, for the purposes of applying for a Revive Live grant, you need to prepare a project budget
that balances to zero. If successful, your grant must be fully expended according to your project
budget and Government funds cannot be held as a profit.

The application form includes two sets of tables. In the first table, you must list all the expenditure
directly related to the activity you are applying for, and how each line of expenditure will be funded
This can be either from the grant or contribution for other income sources, or both (e.g. partially
supported by the grant).

In the second table, under the ‘Other income’ heading, you must account for any of the non-grant
support you identified in the first table. Other income is classified as ‘cash’ or ‘in-kind" and may come
from a range of sources such as business revenue, investment from other organisations, other grants,
sponsorships, voluntary labour or pro-bono services (see also FAQ 5.2). You also need to indicate
whether the income source is confirmed or pending.

If you have completed the tables correctly, the automatically calculated fields titled ‘Grant request and
expenditure balance’ and ‘Overall activity balance’ will both come to zero.

Keep in mind that the budget should relate only to the proposed activity — you are not expected to
itemise your entire business income and ongoing costs or liabilities.

It is also critical that you provide a level of detail to justify the proposed grant expenditure. You must
include quotations for any goods and services included in your budget. You should also provide clear
breakdowns or explanations for how budget line items, for example wages and artist fees, have been
calculated.
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We expect that artists and professionals employed or engaged to deliver activities funded under
Revive Live will be remunerated for their work. We recommend you refer to pay scales and conditions
prescribed by legally binding industrial awards and agreements, and/or benchmarks established by
arts and entertainment industry organisations, such as the Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance
(MEAA). (also see FAQ 5.4 about appropriate minimum performance fees.)

3.4 Do | need to have a OneMusic licence to apply?

While it is not mandatory to have a OneMusic licence, it is a requirement that appropriate copyright
permissions and licensing is in place for the use and presentation of music. In the majority of
situations this requirement is satisfied by holding a OneMusic licence. More information can be found
at onemusic.com.au.

Please note the question about One Music on the application form is asked for data collection
purposes and context.

4. Getting help with my application

41 Who can | talk to about my application?

Program staff are available to assist you in understanding the purpose of the grant, application
requirements, and the process for submitting your application.

If you wish to discuss your application prior to submitting, or have any questions that are not covered
in this document, please contact the Contemporary Music team at music@arts.gov.au or on 02 6136
8008. Please note that we cannot review draft applications or provide advice on the content and
details of your individual application or budget.

4.2 Who can help if | have problems submitting my application?

If you experience technical issues using SmartyGrants, please refer to the Help Guide for Applicants
and the Applicant Frequently Asked Questions on the first page of the online application form. You
can also contact the SmartyGrants support desk at service@smartygrants.com.au or on 03 9320 6888.
The support desk hours are Monday to Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm (AEDT).

4.3 Can | amend my application after submitting it?

If you become aware that you've made an administrative error, such as providing an incorrect name or
contact details, or if there's been a change in contact details, please advise the Contemporary Music
team in writing as soon as possible at music@arts.gov.au.

Other changes, including amendments to the content of your proposal or additional support material,
cannot be made after submission. For this reason, you should ensure your application is thoroughly
reviewed and all attachments checked prior to submission.

5. Funding and acquittal

5.1 How much money can | apply for?

Applications for grant funding will be accepted under two streams — live music venues and music
festivals. Live music venues will be able to apply for a maximum grant amount of $150,000.
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Music festivals will be assessed on a tiered structure based upon demonstrated audience size for the
festival:

- festivals with 10,000 or less attendees will be able to apply for a maximum grant amount of
$150,000

- for festivals with greater than 10,000 attendees the maximum grant amount will be $250,000

There is also an accessibility component that applicants can apply for if their project focusses on
accessibility.

5.2 What can | include in my project budget?

Section 5 of the Guidelines provides advice on what the grant money can be used for, including a list
of indicative expenditure items as well as expenses that are specifically ineligible.

5.3 How much should | pay artists / musicians?

Your application will be more competitive if you can show that you plan to pay a minimum guarantee
of $250 performance fee per musician for a gig of three hours or less. While this might not be what
you usually pay musicians, you are able to request funding to support performance fees as a part of
your grant funding. Please note, if you are engaging experienced high-calibre musicians, it may be
appropriate to pay significantly more than a $250 minimum performance fee.

5.4 The Guidelines say | have to contribute towards the grant. What
does this mean?

All applicants are required to contribute towards the cost of their activity. Contributions may include
your own money, financial contributions from other parties (co-investment, partnerships, other
grants), and/or in-kind support from yourself or others (goods or services provided without a fee).

As outlined in section 3.1 of the Guidelines, there is no minimum or maximum amount of contribution,
however it should be relative to the nature and scale of the activity. For example, the larger the grant
request, the higher the level of funding from other sources should be.

Contributions should be shown in the ‘Other income’ section of the application form and this
information will help determine your need for the grant and your activity's value with money (see
FAQ 5.5 below).

Think of your own contribution as more than an application check box — it is a way to demonstrate
your own investment in the project as well as your ongoing commitment to the original Australian live
music sector.

5.5 The Guidelines refer to “value with money”. What does this
mean?

“Value with money” is defined in the Glossary at section 14 of the Guidelines. It is a principle applied
during the assessment of applications (see Guidelines, section 8.1) that considers the need for funding
support, the quality and viability of the activity plan and timeline, and the viability and adequacy of
the proposed budget. For an application to represent value with money, it must meet all these factors.

For example, an application may be well written and propose an activity that is strongly aligned with
the Program objectives, but if it is not supported by a realistic and economical budget and lacks
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appropriate support material (such as quotations for goods and services) and provides little detail or
explanation (such as a budget breakdown and or calculations) then it will not be considered to
represent value with money.

5.6 I'm currently receiving, or am applying for, funding from
another government source. Can | still apply to this Program?

Yes. As long as the funding you are currently receiving, or will receive, is for a different component of
the activity that is not covered by the funding you are applying for under the Program.

You are expected to clearly identify all funding sources in your budget. You are also expected to
separate the expenditure items that will be covered by the Revive Live grant from the expenditure
items that will be covered by other funding sources.

5.7 If I'm successful, will | receive the full amount | requested?

Partial or full funding may be offered to successful applicants. The assessment of applications will
consider value with money, which includes the need for funding support, the quality and viability of
the activity plan and timeline, and the viability and adequacy of the proposed budget. The overall
competition for the funds available for a round will also be considered when grants are offered.

5.8 If I'm successful, when and how will | get paid?
It is anticipated that applicants will be notified within three months of the closing date of a round.

If successful, you will be required to enter into a legally binding grant agreement with the
Commonwealth and you will not be paid until the agreement is fully executed (signed by yourself and
the Commonwealth). It is anticipated that the execution of agreements will take up to 10 weeks.

There are three different types of agreements that may be used under the Program. Sample grant
agreements are available on the Department of Finance website. The type of agreement will be
determined based on the scope and complexity of the grant, as outlined in section 10 of the
Guidelines.

Payment or payments will be made as set out in the grant agreement. Generally, there will be one
payment made via a single electronic bank transfer.

5.9 If I'm successful, when can | start my activity?

You cannot commence your activity until the grant agreement has been executed (signed by both
yourself, as the applicant and the Commonwealth). The Program will not fund any costs that pre-date
the agreement execution date.

5.10 If I'm successful, how long do | have to spend the grant?

Successful activities will be funded for a maximum duration of 12 months from the date of execution
of the grant agreement. Your grant agreement will specify any conditions regarding the completion
date of your activity and the acquittal of grant monies, including reporting requirements.

10.
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5.11 If I'm successful, do | have to acquit the grant when the activity
is completed?

Yes. You will have to complete at least one report to acquit the grant funds. There may be other
reports required, and the complexity and number of reports you will be required to complete depends
upon the nature and scope of your activity. Reporting requirements will be outlined in your grant
agreement and a sample report template will be provided with your agreement or on request.

Failure to acquit your grant may prevent you from applying for any future Australian Government
funding.

6. Assessment Process

6.1 Who will assess my application?

Applications will be assessed by both the Office for the Arts and qualified music industry
representatives. We may also seek input from other government officials, such as state and territory
arts funding bodies and Creative Australia. For more information please see section 8.2 of the
Guidelines.

All assessors are required to perform their duties in accordance with the Commonwealth Grants Rules
and Principles 2024, including abidance to the provisions on conflicts of interest and privacy. Please
see section 13 of the Guidelines.

6.2 How long will it take to assess my application?

It is anticipated that applicants will be notified of funding outcomes within 3 months of the closing
date of a round.

6.3 If my application is unsuccessful, can | ask for feedback?

Yes. You may request written feedback within three months of being advised of the outcome. Please
request feedback by emailing music@arts.gov.au, providing your Revive Live application reference
number e.g. RLO00O. Feedback will generally be provided within 6 weeks of your request.

7. Amendment

This document may be amended from time to time by the Office for the Arts. Revisions will be
published on the GrantConnect website.
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